Friends of Snow Canyon State Park Directors’ Meeting
February 12, 2026

Place: Snow Canyon State Park
Attending Board Members: Lori Capshaw, Alan Risenhoover, Barry Neff, Linda Neff, Sandy Nelson, Don Drabant, Jenean Campos, Jim Bily, Kristen Comella
Excused absence: Ellen Nathan

The meeting was called to order by President Risenhoover at 3:00.  

Part I. Written / Oral Reports 
1. Minutes: The minutes of the January 8, 2026 meeting were approved unanimously.
2. Treasurer’s Report: The report was approved with no objection.  Linda Presented a draft 2026 budget that was approved with a few changes.  Don announced that the Kish Foundation has awarded us a $25,000 unrestricted grant.  After some discussion, it was decided to not allocate the funds this early in the year but to wait to see how the year unfolds.  There was also discussion about what should be included in any pronouncements of our operating expenses as a percentage of revenue.  Action: Alan will draft a proposal on a definition of operating expenses.
3. Membership Report: Written report, approved. Barry said that he had migrated all of FOSC’s records to Google Workspace, giving us a broad suite of features and utilities for free.  He also said he will expanding the membership reports in the future to include more reports with more detail.
4. Park update: Kristen said her staff is gearing up for the President’s Day onslaught, one of the busiest weekends of the year.  Hunter and a volunteer are putting the finishing touches on the Chuckwalla trailhead rerouting.  Kristen will be emailing a request for fund distribution in the next week or so.
5. Events: Lori’s written report attached as an addendum.
6. Trail Stewards’ Report: Jenean’s written report attached.
7. Docents Report: Don said that nine school field trips have been scheduled for March, 7 for April and 3 for May.  Docents assist on all.  Cheyenne is adding three more new docents.
8. Web Report: Written report from Sandy attached.
9. Mail-chimp: Alan had nothing new to report.
10. Fund-raising: Don has a meeting scheduled with Patrick Manning of Black Desert.  Sandy presented the final tier nomenclature and said we will have different names for tiers for memberships and donations.  Higher levels call for inclusion on a donor board to be located in the lobby of the visitor center.  Action: Kristen will decide on an appropriate format for the board.  Action: Sandy and Don will work on a Certificate of Appreciation format to recognize donors of larger sums.  Sandy and Don will be making a presentation at the Snow Canyon Retirement Village, hoping to net some donations and memberships.

Part II. FOSC Business Updates.
1. Board vacancies: Alan reminded the board that we need a vice president and, in April, a secretary.  He asked the board to seek out potential new board members.
2. Urban Dark Sky designation: FOSC stands ready to assist with whatever event the Park sponsors to celebrate its Urban Dark Sky designation.
3. Funding: Kristen presented a final funding request for the year totaling $35,300.  Approved unanimously.
4. Facebook: Jenean is taking the lead on Facebook and has ideas to refresh and expand the look of the site.
5. Annual report: The annual report has been approved and is ready for distribution.
6. Vendor page: Alan proposed that we create a page in Google Workspace with links to the various vendors we regularly use for things like vests, name tags and the like.  Responsible board members would then place their own orders upon approval.

The meeting adjourned at 4:20.
Next meeting on March 12 at 3:00 at Park Headquarters.
Written Reports
WEB REPORT (Sandy)
Report for the last 30 day period is encouraging with increased usage of the website. There was a significant increase in new uses and active users. The EVENTS page was the most accessed page followed by our home page. The sign/renew,  pages are being utilized.  The day of peak usage was 1/22.

I added Fund Development to our contact page.  That email goes to Don.

Made a few changes in our NEWS page and will be updating it with some Spring info and links to our flora and fauna pages.

Plan to enlarge the icons of our two donors on the site now and hopefully add some new ones if the foundations or donors have them. 

EVENTS (Lori)
Previous events:
· Educational Event (Jurassic World: Could It Become a Reality?) at Ivins City Hall with Jerry Harris. Monday, Jan. 26, 5:00pm.
· We had an excellent event with the entertaining Jerry Harris with 45 registered guests.
Upcoming proposed events:

Illegal Trail Removal (Round 1), Thursday, February 19, 2026 (9a.m. – 11a.m.), East Berm Trail parking lot, 100 East in Ivins, Volunteers are needed to move rocks and dig holes in an effort to remove a persistent illegal trail adjacent to the Berm trail. Volunteers should be prepared to dig holes OR lift and haul rocks ranging from 2 to 15 pounds in weight.

Hike with Geologist George Otott, Wednesday, February 25, details to come.

Batty and Beautiful, Friday, March 6, 2026, 5p.m. – 7p.m.,at the Lava Flow Trail, Join Ranger Cheyenne to bust some myths around bats and learn why these misunderstood mammals are a fascinating and important part of our desert ecosystem! 
 
Dinosaur talk with Andrew Milner, mid-late March, details to come.

The Secret Lives of Wildflowers, Wednesday, April 8, 2026, 9a.m. – 11a.m., Scout Cave/Johnson Canyon parking lot, Join Park Manager, Kristen Comella, for a 2-mile roundtrip hike along the Johnson Canyon trail as we search for wildflowers and discuss some of the survival strategies they employ.
 
Yoga in the Park with John Yohman, Upper Galoot, mid April.

TRAIL STEWARDS (Jenean)
SPECIAL PROJECT: January12th, 10am Berm Trail General maintenance and worked on closing social/illegal trails 

TRAIL OF THE MONTH: Jenny’s Canyon Trail and Overlook This is a very popular trail and as such it gets a lot of abuse. For those of you that have not been on this trail for a while, you will notice a lot of upgrades and improvements. This is the result of a lot of hard work our Trail Stewards, and a lot of hard work by the park staff. Additional rock lining has been added, widening of the trail, steps cut into the rock at the final approach, and many rock obstacles removed, just to mention a few. Graffiti is becoming more of a problem in the slot as well as up at the overlook. Don reminded the trail stewards that a stiff bristled scrub brush and a little water will remove most graffiti. If graffiti is hard to remove or out of reach, Don asked that it be included in the Hike Reports so the park staff is aware of the issue. Don did a Thank You shout out to everyone that worked on the Pioneer Names Trail in December.
 
HIKE WITH JESSE: topic for the hike was “The Bleak Mid-Winter” January 23rd at 10am - Red Sands to Fern Gully and Padre Canyon Arch We walked westward from West Canyon onto Red Sands then back into Fern Gully and the Padre Canyon Arch. Stunning hike

